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What is claimed is: 

1 . A communications device, comprising: 

a first interface to a first channel for transmitting and receiving voice over 
a voice network; 

5 a second interface to a second channel for transmitting and receiving 

video data; 

wherein the communications device is configured to establish a connection 
to at least the second channel for videoconferencing upon receiving a pre- 
determined signal over the first channel. 

10 2. The communications device of claim 1, wherein the first channel is the 

public switched telephone network (PSTN). 

3. The communications device of claim 1, wherein the second channel 
comprises a data connection. 

4. The communications device of claim 3, wherein the data connection 
15 comprises at least one of an asymmetric digital subscriber line (ADSL), a symmetric 

digital subscriber line (SDSL), a high-data-rate digital subscriber line (HDSL), or a voice- 
over digital subscriber line (VoDSL). 

5. The communications device of claim 4, wherein the data connection 
further comprises a digital subscriber line (DSL) modem. 

20 6. The communications device of claim 1 , wherein the video data transmitted 

via the second channel is captured using a charge coupled device camera (CCD) 
configured for use with the communications device. 

7. The communications device of claim 6, wherein the charge coupled device 
(CCD) camera is integral with the communications device. 
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8. The communications device of claim 6, wherein the charge coupled device 
(CCD) camera is separable from the communications device. 

9. The communications device of claim 1, wherein the video data received 
via the second channel is displayed using a liquid crystal display (LCD) configured for 

5 use with the communications device. 

10. The communications device of claim 9, wherein the liquid crystal display 
(LCD) is integral with the communications device. 

11. The communications device of claim 9, wherein the liquid crystal display 
(LCD) is separable from the communications device. 

10 12. The communications device of claim 9, wherein the liquid crystal display 

(LCD) is used to display advertisements transmitted via the second channel, when the 
first channel is not transmitting or receiving voice. 

13. The communications device of claim 1 , wherein the predetermined signal 
is a tone burst comprising a sequence of data that is transmitted from a second 

15 communications device. 

14. The communications device of claim 13, wherein the sequence of data 
comprises a first field, the first field comprising a repeating sequence of characters 
allowing the communications device to synchronize to the tone burst. 

15. The communications device of claim 14, wherein the sequence of data 
20 comprises a second field, the second field comprising header information to identify the 

second communications device as being a similarly-configured communications device. 

1 6. The communications device of claim 15, wherein the sequence of data 
comprises a third field, the third field comprising an Internet protocol (IP) address of the 
second communications device. 
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17. The communications device of claim 16, wherein the sequence of data 
comprises a fourth field, the fourth field comprising a checksum character that serves as 
an error detection mechanism to ensure that the tone burst was transmitted correctly, 

1 8. The communications device of claim 1 7, farther comprising an analog 
modem to receive the tone burst. 

19. The communications device of claim 1 8, further comprising a filter to pass 
the tone burst while excluding any unused frequencies. 

20. The communications device of claim 19, further comprising an analog to 
digital converter configured to digitize the tone burst. 

21 . The communications device of claim 20, wherein the analog to digital 
converter is a pulse code modulation (PCM) decoder. 

22. The communications device of claim 20, wherein the Internet Protocol (IP) 
address of the second communications device is extracted from the digitized tone burst 
and used to establish the second channel for videoconferencing. 

23 . A communications device, comprising : 
an interface to a first and second channel; 

wherein the first channel is for transmitting and receiving voice over a 
voice network; 

wherein the second channel is for transmitting and receiving video data; 

wherein the communications device is configured to establish a connection 
to at least the second channel for videoconferencing upon receiving a pre- 
determined signal over the first channel 
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24. A method for establishing a video conferencing session, comprising the 
steps of: 

a) providing a first interface to a first channel for transmitting and 
receiving voice over a voice network; 

b) providing a second interface to a second channel for transmitting and 
receiving video data; and 

c) establishing a connection to at least the second channel for 
videoconferencing upon receiving a pre-determined signal over the 
first channel. 
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